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The Project

The Italian heritage in all of its forms: the history of Italian art, the great number 
of Cities of Art. Monuments, fortified buildings, all of these factors makes Italy one 
of the main and most spectacular heritages of mankind. This constitutes our major 
economic and cultural resources.

How do children react when they come face to face with so much visual information?

A child’s first steps into the world of art represent a magical experience. Somehow we 
need to reduce this information into a form that a child can easily understand and 
therefore associate with and be able to use their imagination.

It does not matter how many times a child visits a museum, these remain isolated 
incidents and in time forgotten because the subject is not renewed at home in any 
form, be it discussion, study or play.

The Museum Children Ebook Project combines small children’s propensity towards 
technology with the vast and varied knowledge of Italian heritage, both museum and 
cultural, in the hope of not only enhancing the sense of belonging and individual 
identity, but above all, in order to make the cultural heritage an object of daily 
discussion, observation, play and intellectual growth.

Anna Cipparrone
Art Historian
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Your Friends

Aristomèlo

Bellagù

Tillo

Tolino

Panciotto

The wise owl, he likes to read, 
gather information and is always 
searching for new things.

The little vain owl, always ready 
to  pull a small mirror out of her 
handbag to check her fantastic bow.

The most charming little owl in 
the forest. He never gets scared, is 
courageous and ready to cope with 
complicated situations.

The little grumpy owl. Constantly complaining, 
and if teased can be quite mischievous. 
He is also very sensitive, playful and 
extremely curious.

Always the last one to leave 
the dinner table because he 
likes to eat. He is intuitive, shy 
and fearful.
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− Yawn, Yawn, Yawn.

− Who’s yawning?
− How can you yawn on a cool, starry night like this, where 
each star tells of my many visits to discover the great heritage of 
Italy with its museums and cities of art?
− Which journeys? You are so old and lacking in strength. −  
Asked  Tillo the handsome one.
− Yes, I maybe old, but when I was a youngster, instead of 
yawning... I, the great Bartholomew... travelled the world.

Cosenza 
and its history

− How could I forget 
one summer night, 
after flyimg for hours, 
how tired I felt when 
I landed in Cosenza.
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Cosenza and its history

− Cosenza? What’s that? − Asked Tolino the grumpy owl.
− Yes, Cosenza. Open your ears and listen carefully.
− Cosenza is a beautiful city, which is found in Calabria, in the toe of 
a boot... Italy, our country.
− Owlet: WOW! Our country is like a shoe? 
− Asked Aristomélo the wise owl.
− Although inhabited by the ancient people 
called Enotri it was also visited by the Romans. 
Its origins, date back to the time when the Bretts 
decided to build their capital at the foot of the 
Sila mountains. In 410 A.D. it is said that the king 
of the Visigoths, Alaric, died, and many are still 
looking for his treasure.
− Rich, in fact a very rich artistic heritage of great importance. 
I visited the cathedral, the castle, the museums and I saw the 
beautiful statue of “Our Lady of Pilerio” nursing baby Jesus.
− Come on little ones, let’s go and have a closer look...

Ital
y
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The Castle

− The castle is very old. (Fig. 1)
− I bet the Romans built it... I love the Romans. −  Asked Bellagù the 
little vain owl.
− No dear owlet, some scholars think that it was built by 
the Saracens, it is likely that the first tower was built by the 
Normans, conquerors of the South.

1
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− It was the Emperor Frederick II of Swabia who gave it this 
majestic and powerful look.
To think he built many castles in southern Italy... it would be nice 
if you went to visit them with your parents.
− The castle passed from Rulers to Rulers... they were the French, 
the Spanish, the Bourbons, the Archiepiscopal Curia. Everyone 
tried to make it more beautiful and majestic by building towers, 
prisons, a chapel, a great hall and much more.
− Inside I visited large sumptuous rooms, the armory, 
the cistern for collecting water (named after Saint Barbara),
 the Angevin corridor where I took long walks.
− Today it stands, looking over Cosenza, 
on the Pancrazio hill  
appearing to dominate the city.

The Castle
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− Now I am going to tell you about the cathedral (Fig. 2).
− Bartholomew, what is a cathedral? − Asked Panciotto the little 
round owl.
 − It is a big church, rich with works of art where there is a throne, 
or chair, for the Bishop. They started to build it a long time ago but 
it was destroyed by an earthquake in 1184.
− uhhhh! − Panciotto.
− But then they re-built it and in 1222 it was ready! Just think 
that the Emperor Frederick II came on his horse, to see the 
cathedral, which was so beautiful he donated a precious gift the 
“Stauroteca” (a large, jewelled, golden cross) (Fig. 3).

The Cathedral

3
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− But inside, what is it like? − asked Tolino − I imagine it to be
 full of light. 
− No little one − Bartholomew replies − The Romanesque-
Cistercian style makes it appear very simple (Fig. 4), and to enter is 
a very emotionally moving experience.
− In reality, dear little owls, the style of the cathedral is a mixture of 
Romesque and Gothic shapes. The front is divided into three parts 
and features a beautiful big rose window. Towards the end 
of the 7th century it was adorned with faces, protrusions of stone, 
corbels and an elegant Bishops throne.

The Cathedral
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− Tillo the handsome owl asked: Was it empty?
− Goodness me, no! says Bartholomew...
− It is full of works of art: monument to Isabella of Aragon 
(Fig. 5), murals in the apse (semi-dome) (Fig. 6) and the tomb of 
Meleagro (Fig. 7), the son of Frederick II on which is 
carved the story of him killing the boar to save the people.

− Bellagù the little vain owl: ooooooh I love 
battles and heroes.
− Panciotto: But who was Isabella? 
My cousin has the same name.
− She was a queen who died 
in Cosenza in 1271, the wife 
of King Phillip III of France 
and is carved on this 
monument on her knees, 
with her eyes closed because 
she is praying to the 
Virgin Mary carrying 
baby Jesus.

5
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The Cathedral
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− Hey Bartholomew! But that painting with 
the Virgin Mary, known as “Our Lady of 
Pilerio”, nursing baby Jesus, I bet it is in this 
church? Asked Bellagu.
− Well done! It is to be found in a beautiful 
chapel worshipped by the people of Cosenza, 
and is one of the most beautiful medieval icons 
(Fig. 8).
− Icon? What’s that? And why do the people 
of Cosenza love this Madonna? Asked Panciotto.
− In 1576 the Madonna turned her eyes and 
looked towards the city, in doing so, she freed 
the people of the plague by transferring it onto 
her face. This is depicted on a panel, painted 
in tempera (an ancient fast drying paint) with a 
gold background depicting holy figures.

8

The Cathedral
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Dear little owls, do you think that Cosenza only has a 
cathedral and a castle? − Asked Bartolomeo.
I have yet to tell you about the Museum of Arts and 
Crafts and its exciting exhibitions.
Now it is getting late, line up and go straight to bed 
for tomorrow I promise to talk to you about the 
museum, you will love my stories.

zz
zzz

zzz
zzz

zzzzzzzzzzzzzz

z

Go

od
nigh

t little
 owls!
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Stauroteca. The Stauroteca is a Reliquary Cross, or container inside which 
sacred parts of clothes, shoes, crosses and bodies of saints are preserved. This type of 
reliquary is the shape of a cross and contains fragments of the Cross of Christ. The 
Stauroteca of Cosenza is a very valuable piece of work made of gold, adorned with 
enamels and precious gems.

Romanesque-Cistercian. The Romanesque-Cistercian style spread 
through Italy between the twelth and the fourteenth century. It was a way of build-
ing churches and convents based on simplicity and austerity. It is characterized by 
the combination of Romanesque and Gothic architectural elements. Simplified by the 
experience of the Cistercian monks.

Rose Window (Rosone). The “Rose Window” is a decorative 
element that is found in the Romanesque and Gothic churches, usually on the main 
front. It has the shape of a round window and features stone decorations created by 
stonemasons.

Vault. The vault is a type of coverage common to buildings since Roman times. 
It is characterized by the presence of more arches, depending on how they are posi-
tioned we can understand if it is a simple vault, a dome vault etc.

Apse. The Apse is an architectural element that is found in the basilicas and 
churches. It has the form of a semi-circle and, inside the building can be seen as a 
large place behind the altar usually decorated with frescoes and murals that depict 
holy characters.

Sarcophagus. The sarcophagus is a kind of tomb. A container, of stone or 
wood, where the remains of a deceased person are kept and preserved. The use of the 
sarcophagus is linked to ancient people such as the Egyptions, Greeks, Etruscans and 
Romans and their beliefs.

Plague. The plague was a terrible disease that killed many people in the cen-
turies past. When an outbreak occured it always developed into an epidemic, many 
became infected because it was spread through the air. They did not know remedies 
and medicines.

Glossary 
of new words
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